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July 2024
IMA Unplugged

HOW DOES iTIP 
BENEFIT IOWA’S 
TOURISM 
INDUSTRY?

HOW DOES 
TOURISM AFFECT 
THE ECONOMY?
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ECONOMIC IMPACT OF TOURISM (2022)

Tourism Economics, October 2023

VISITORS TO IOWA SPENT $6.9 BILLION 
ACROSS A RANGE OF SECTORS

LODGING
$1.3 B
19%

TRANSPORTATION
$1.8 B
26%

RETAIL
$1.1 B
16%

FOOD & BEVERAGE
$1.5 B
22%

RECREATION / 
ENTERTAINMENT

$1.1 B
16%

Tourism Economics, October 2023
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HOW MUCH TAX WOULD YOU OWE 
TO THE STATE OF IOWA WITHOUT 

TOURISM DOLLARS?

Tourism Economics, October 2023

IOWA TOURISM 
OFFICE
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IOWA TOURISM OFFICE RESOURCES
• Marketing Support –

attracting leisure travelers
• TravelIowa.com website 

listings
• Localhood
• Soul of Iowa & This is Iowa 

Campaigns
• Social media
• Influencers
• Iowa Travel Guide

• Connections
• Tourism Insider Meetings
• Iowa Tourism Conference
• Bi-monthly webinar series

• Grants
• 5 grant programs

• Research
• Arrivalist
• Economic Impact Report
• STR Dashboard
• Visitor Profile Study
• State of the Tourism Industry 

Report
• Partnerships

• Co-op marketing program
• Passport programs
• Travel Iowa Tradeshow booth
• Welcome Centers Program

IOWA TRAVEL 
INDUSTRY 
PARTNERS (iTIP)
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IOWA TOURISM SECTOR PLAN
The plan sets out FIVE priority outcomes and 
competitive factors shared by the tourism industry:

• Increase economic growth through targeted 
marketing

• Enhance unique tourism experiences

• IMPROVE COLLABORATION, PARTNERSHIPS & 
EXPERTISE AMONGST STAKEHOLDERS

• Increase level of support and resources for 
tourism industry

• Elevate understanding and responsiveness to 
changing visitors’ needs, offerings and Iowa’s 
competitive position

TIMELINE

2015:               
Iowa Tourism 

Industry Sector 
Plan 

Nov 2017 –              
Sept 2018:                  
Statewide, 

facilitator led 
industry 

workshops 

Nov 2018: 
Steering 

Committee  
formed &        

work begins 

May – Dec 2019: 
Focus group 

conversations & 
presentations         

to industry 
organizations 

July 2020:       
iTIP Board of 

Directors formed 

July 2021:           
iTIP launches 
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STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS & OBJECTIVES

EXPANDING 
VALUE

AMPLIFYING 
INDUSTRY 

VOICE

SUSTAINING THE 
ORGANIZATION

FY24 – FY26
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ITIP SUPPORTS YOUR 
TOURISM EFFORTS

Development | Resources | Education | Advocacy | Marketing

DEVELOPMENT

Development:
nurturing relationships 
and collaboration
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FY24 MEMBERSHIP

RESOURCES

Resources
Providing technical tools
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ECONOMIC IMPACT CALCULATOR

Economic Impact Calculator

EDUCATION

Education
Developing networking 
opportunities and statewide 
professional development
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ADVOCACY

Advocacy
Leading and inspiring a 
legislative agenda that 
prioritizes tourism
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MARKETING

Marketing
Sharing iTIP’s story and 
promoting niche markets

TRADESHOW MARKETING

FY24 Accomplishments
• 5 national tradeshows

• 122 one-on-one planner conversations

• 270 profile sheet packets delivered

• 1604 planners exposed to Iowa

• 160 leads to membership

• 97 partner sponsorships
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MARKETING

FY24 Accomplishments
• Iowa Tour Guide

• Iowa Meetings Guide

• Iowa Sports Guide

• materials & strategy to attract 
student travel to Iowa
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YOU’RE INVITED TO

BECOME A MEMBER
IowaTravelIndustry.org/membership

Learn More
IowaTravelIndustry.org

JOIN A COMMITTEE 
Development, Resources, Education, Advocacy, Marketing

FY25 MEMBERSHIP RATES

• relationships with aligned partners
• economic impact calculator & mentorship program
• professional development & leadership training opportunities
• unified voice for issues effecting Iowa's tourism industry
• promotion of niche markets in group travel, sports, and meetings
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THANK YOU
Chelsea Lerud

Executive Director

clerud@iowatravelindustry.org

515-207-0009
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