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What is HRDP?

HRDP is a grant program administered by the State 
Historical Society of Iowa.  It provides funding for 
three categories of projects:

● Documentary 

○ Documents, photos, newspapers, other records

○ Preservation/conservation, collection acquisition or development, interpretation, access, 

physical environment



What is HRDP?

● Historic Preservation

○ Acquire/develop/preserve property on the National Register, equipment or surveys used for 

property, nominations to the Register, interpretation, training staff, hiring consultants

○ Projects must comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s standards, and must include a trained 

professional in a directly related discipline



What is HRDP?

● Museums

○ Museum object collections

○ Cataloging, collection acquisition, conservation, interpretation, exhibition, equipment/supplies/ 

facilities related to collection preservation 



How do we apply?

● Who: Nonprofits, Governments, Tribes, 
Individuals, Forprofits

● What: Up to $50,000 with a required match.  
Match ratios vary.

● When: Applications due May 4, 2023 for projects 
taking place July 1, 2023 - November 30, 2025

● Go to: www.iowaculture.gov

● Program used: Slideroom



Sample application sections



Sample application sections



Submitted – now what?

Once applications are submitted, they are reviewed 
by a panel of peers and scored based on a 
standardized rubric.  

● Reviewers – minimum of 3, a mix of peers at the 
State level and members of the larger museum or 
records communities

● Observers – SHSI board member, SHSI director, 
SHSI grants administrator



What do reviewers look for?

● Clear descriptions of what needs to be done, why, and by 
whom

● Clear and accurate budget and timeframe

● Clearly defined community, state, and national impact

● Photos and other attachments that clearly illustrate the 
project and why it is needed

● Projects that meet professional standards, have a lasting 
impact on the institution, and are realistic and sustainable

● Applications that are well-written, thorough, and follow the 
guidelines posted on SHSHI’s website



What do reviewers look for?
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What do reviewers look for?

Implementation continued



What do reviewers look for?

Implementation continued



What do reviewers look for?



What do reviewers look for?

Community Impact continued



What do reviewers look for?

Community Impact continued



What do reviewers look for?



Completing the grant project

Applicants are typically notified of decisions in mid-June.

If you are successful in receiving HRDP funding, half of the 
grant funds are sent at the beginning of the project.  
Matching funds can be acquired ahead of or throughout 
the course of the project.

At the conclusion of the project, the final report is 
submitted via Slideroom. Once reviewed and approved by 
SHSI, the final check for the second half of your grant 
award will be released to you.



Other steps to consider

● Consult with other area museums or those that may be located 
elsewhere but are similar in size or scope. No cost.

● Field Services –provides assistance to potential HRDP grant recipients 
and those who require guidance once the grant has been awarded. 
Through this program, you can have a consultant visit your community 
or project site to offer specific advice on your grant project. 
Administered by SHSI. Low cost.

● Collections Assessment for Preservation – a study of collections, 

buildings and related systems, and policies and procedures by 
professional assessors. After the assessment, you receive a report with 
prioritized recommendations for collections care. Administered by 
Foundation for Advancement in Conservation, with partners. Cost 
varies.



We’re happy to help!

● Jared McDonald
jared@historyonthehill.com

515-462-2134

● Angela Stanford
angela@historyonthehill.com

515-462-2134

advancedmuseumservices@gmail.com

515-650-3054

● More information at: 
https://iowaculture.gov/about-us/about/grants/historical-resource-development-program
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